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The Surrey Hills Boundary Review – Recap on the process   

• An Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is land 
protected by the Countryside and Rights of Way 
(CRoW) Act 2000. 

• The Act defines an AONB as “an area which appears to 
Natural England to be of such outstanding natural 
beauty that it is desirable that it should be protected 
for the purpose of conserving and enhancing the area‘s 
natural beauty.” 

• There are currently 34 AONBs in England. 
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• The Surrey Hills AONB was first 
designated in 1958 under legislative 
provisions originally set out in the 
National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949

The Surrey Hills AONB

• The Surrey Hills AONB 
partnership has long considered 
that the AONB should be 
extended into adjacent areas that 
are locally designated as an Area 
of Great Landscape Value (AGLV). 
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Why now & who is leading?

George Eustice, the then Secretary of State 
(Defra), made a Written Ministerial Statement on 
the 24th June 2021. This included reference to 
Natural England taking forward the government’s 
commitment to designate additional protected 
landscapes with specific reference considering the 
designation of the following four areas. 

• Yorkshire Wolds AONB 
• Cheshire Sandstone Ridge AONB 
• An extension to the Surrey Hills AONB 
• An extension to the Chilterns AONB 

Natural England has a discretionary power under S.82 
of the CRoW Act, to designate AONB’s or to vary the 
boundary of an existing AONB’s.

Natural England is the government’s independent 
adviser on the natural environment, with special 
responsibilities for creating National Parks and Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and reviewing their 
boundaries. 
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Deciding on a revised boundary 

Deciding whether to vary an existing AONB 
boundary, requires Natural England to address 
three broad questions: 

1. Does the landscape have sufficient natural 
beauty to be considered nationally outstanding? 

2. Is it desirable for the purpose  of
conserving and enhancing the area‘s natural 
beauty, to designate this landscape as AONB? 

3. Where should the boundary be drawn? 

It is an evidence driven process 

Local people need to be involved in the review 
and decision-making process  

• Evidence gathering
• Being informed about how their input has 

being used
• Formal consultation 

First time people have been involved at an early 
stage 
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How is a boundary review undertaken  
• Identify the Area of Search and agree evaluation areas

• Evidence Gathering, using natural beauty criteria 

• Natural beauty evaluation – evidence review, desk study data and site assessment

• Identify candidate areas 

• Desirability assessment 

• Identifying a suitable boundary 

• Formal consultation on final recommendations 

• Natural England makes recommendation to the Secretary of State  (Defra)
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The Surrey Hills 
Boundary 

Review 

Update on 
progress 
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• Led by Natural England, 
o National Landscape team  
o Thames Solent team 

• Delivered by a team of consultants,  led by Resources for Change and including 
o Alison Farmer Associates, 
o Sheilsflynn 
o South Coast GIS

• Supported by two stakeholder groups 
• Management Advisory Group, made up of Natural England, the Surrey Hills AONB and the chair of 

the Technical  Advisory Group 
• Technical Advisory Group, with representatives of the planning departments of each local authority

• First phase of the project was to gather evidence to inform the assessment of natural beauty, undertaken 
through desk research and public engagement.  

Overview
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Engagement 
Programme  

• Phase 1: Evidence gathering – unlocking local 
knowledge.

• 1st December 2021  & 31st January 2022

• Phase 2: Evidence briefing – informing 
participants on how their evidence was being 
used. 

• March 2022 

• Phase 3: Statutory consultation – on the 
proposed extensions

• 7th March – 13th June 2023 
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Ways to gather 
evidence  

• On location 
• Using App or 

browser accessed 
from website

• From home 
• Using website 

• Requesting a hard 
copy form 

Support 

• Webinars

• Videos on website 

• FAQ’s & Glossary 

• Helpline 
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Engagement tools 



www.r4c.org.uk



www.r4c.org.uk

The Surrey Hills: your place, your voice

https://www.surrey-hills-aonb-boundary-review.org/home
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How Evidence was used

• Each submission was reviewed and evidence translated across to 
survey forms

• Maps were marked up with evidence and itineraries for site 
assessments prepared

• Natural beauty then assessed in the field - evidence provided by 
stakeholders was verified and where relevant used to build a weight 
of argument supporting the case for natural beauty

• A big thank you to everyone who participated in this process
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Natural Beauty Assessment 

• Landscape Quality

• Scenic Quality

• Relative Wildness

• Relative Tranquillity

• Natural Heritage Interest

• Cultural Heritage Interest

Field work undertaken by the highly 
qualified and experienced Landscape 
Architects on the team with input 
from the Technical Advisory Group 
(TAG) 

Informed by 
• Evidence provided by stakeholders 
• Appraisal of previous studies 
• Personal expertise and experience 

Output
• Candidate areas 
• A Natural Beauty report for 

consultation 
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Desirability assessment 

For each candidate area the following question had to be 
addressed 

Is it desirable for the purpose  of conserving and enhancing the 
area‘s natural beauty, to designate this landscape as AONB? 

It is important to understand what difference designation will 
make.

Designation of qualifying areas may give rise to issues which are 
unfavorable to effective management such as 

- being poorly connected 
- increase administrative complexity

Desirability assessed for each candidate 
area, again by our Landscape Architects 
with input from the TAG 

Output: A Desirability Report for 
consultation 
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Boundary setting 

Process set out in Natural England Guidance and 
Boundary setting protocols established by the 
Ordinance survey including:  

• Wherever possible, an easily distinguishable 
permanent physical boundary should be 
chosen. 

• It should not if possible be overly complex or 
convoluted.

• Land ownership is not itself a reason for 
including or excluding land from designation

• A settlement should only be included if it lies 
within a wider tract of qualifying land 

Included a number of existing boundary anomalies 

Output: Boundary Report for consultation 
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Statutory Consultation 
The process 

Will run for 14 weeks 
From 7th March 2023 to 13th June 2023   

Using the Government’s online consultation 
platform – Citizen Space
Offline options are also available  

Supported by 
- These webinars 
- Drop-in sessions 
- Helpline 

What we are consulting on

Do you think the proposed extensions should be designated as part of 
the Surrey Hills AONB?

For each extension area 

• Does this area have sufficient natural beauty to be designated as
AONB?

• Is there any other important information that we should include in 
our assessment of this area’s natural beauty?

• Is it desirable to designate this area as AONB due to its natural
beauty?

• Is there any other important information that we should include in

our assessment of the desirability of designating this area?

• Do you agree with the proposed boundary of this extension?
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Documents to inform the consultation
Plus 

➢ Map Book 

➢ Technical reports 

• Natural Beauty Report 

• Desirability Report 

• Boundary Considerations 

Report 

➢ Natural England Guidance 

➢ Factsheet  
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Ways of participating in the consultation - online 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/ne-landscape-heritage-and-geodiversity-team/surrey-hills-boundary-variation

- View and download documents, provide a response 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/ne-landscape-heritage-and-geodiversity-team/surrey-hills-boundary-variation
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Ways of participating in the consultation - offline 

Consultation packs are available from Natural England

• Email: SurreyHillsAONBboundaryreview@ naturalengland.org.uk

• Phone: Jonathan Dix on 0208 0265774

• Write to: Meg Johannessen, Natural England, 5th Floor, Northgate House, 21 – 23 Valpy Street, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG1 1AF

• Prepaid envelope for responses

Physical copies of documents will be available on request at a number of locations. Please see *citizen space 

website* for more info.’
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Drop-in sessions

Event Date Day Time Location

Daytime Drop-in 1 23/03/2023 Thursday 10:00-15:00 Leatherhead Institute

Daytime Drop-in 2 27/03/2023 Monday 10:00-15:00 Guildford Institute

Daytime Drop-in 3 18/04/2023 Tuesday 10:00-15:00 St John's Centre, Guildford

Daytime Drop-in 4 20/05/2023 Saturday 10:00-15:00 Soper Hall, Caterham

Evening Session 1 29/03/2023 Wednesday 18:00-20:30 Soper Hall, Caterham

Evening Session 2 27/04/2023 Thursday 18:00-20:30 Chichester Hall, Witley
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What next 

Your responses will help to inform 
Natural England’s decision on whether 
to take forward our proposals and, if 
so, where the boundaries should be. 

We will publish a summary of the 
responses following the end of the 
consultation period.

Analysis of responses

Consultation report 

Amended proposals considered 
by Natural England Board 

Notice period 

Submission to Defra Secretary 
of State 
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